276                        ISLAND OF BALI

demons that crowd the spirit world of the Balinese, some, like
the raJcsasas, are inoffensive giants and ghouls that belong to
literature, but the invisible causes of evil are disagreeable butas
and Jblas, symbols of malice and coarseness, that haunt deso-
lated places, the seashore, and the deep forests and infest the
" dangerous " parts of the village, the crossroads and the ceme-

Buta

tery. The butas and Jcalas have no other mission on earth than
to annoy and persecute humans, making people ill, disturbing
and polluting everything. They can go into people's bodies
and make them insane or turn them into idiots.

The tangible gifts to the gods, the offerings (pebanten) (see
page 310) like the presents given to human beings, consist of
fruits, cakes, rice, flowers, money, chickens, and pigs. They are
given in the same spirit as presents to the prince or to friends, a
sort of modest bribe to strengthen a request; but it is a condition
that they should be beautiful and well made to please the gods
and should be placed on well-decorated high altars. Their devils,
however, the Balinese treat with contempt, and the offerings in-